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PREFACE

This “ History of Russia in the Nineteenth Century” is
based upon a course of lectures which I have been delivering
since 1909 before the senior students of the Politechnicum of
Peter the Great in Petrograd. It appears now in three parts,
of which the first, beside two introductory chapters that con-
tain a rapid sketch of the developmental process of the Rus-
sian state and people before the nineteenth century, pre-
sents the general evolutionary course of national and political
life in Russia in the first quarter of the nineteenth century, up
to the accession of Nicolas I. The second part contains a gen-
eral survey of the internal life in Russia during the reign of
Nicolas I and during the first, reformatory, period of the reign
of Alexander II (to the year 1866). The third part deals
with the history of Russia in the last thirty-five years.

I consider it my duty to mention with the deepest gratitude
the late Professor V. O. Kluchevsky, in whose works I have
found enormous aid for the formation of my own views on the
course of Russian history in modern times.

THE AUTHOR.

Petrograd, January, 1912.
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22 MODERN RUSSIAN HISTORY

were also ripening during that period. Towards the end of
Catherine’s reign the status and general tendencies of the fur-
ther development of the Russian state and people were marked
in quite definite features.


































































44 MODERN RUSSIAN HISTORY

the Foreign — were exempted from subjection to the Senate
and placed on the same level with it

Elizabeth had partly rehabilitated the Senate, but the three
above-mentioned Collegia remained independent. Owing to
Elizabeth’s dislike for tedious state affairs the Senate assumed
during her reign even more authority than under Peter.

At her accession Catherine, imbued with the philosophical
tendencies of the “enlightenment epoch,” intended to grant
Russia an ideal, rational legislation. With this aim she sum-
moned the Code Commission. She soon grew disappointed in
her hope of reorganising at once the legislation, and she started
out on a gradual reform of the administration from below,
guided by the complaints against provincial disorders, which
had been discussed by the Code Commission. As a result she
worked out an adequate plan of the province-reform. She had
transferred to the local administration a considerable part of
the power that had been in the hands of the central Collegia.
There were established local Fiscal Chambers as branches of
the Chamber-Collegium (corresponding to the present Ministry
of Finance). Then all Collegia, except the first three, were dis-
missed, and all local administrative and financial management
passed into the hands of the Fiscal Chambers; all police powers
were concentrated in the Provincial Boards; care for public
health and general safety was in the hands of Provincial Boards
of Public Safety, but the latter received no appropriations, and
their activity remained only on paper. All the power in the
new institutions fell into the hands of the provincial nobility,
who had been granted the right to elect the officials, while
these were elected mainly from among the nobility themselves.

Having reformed the provinces Catherine did not succeed,
however, in adequately reorganising the central institutions.
The abolished Collegia were not succeeded by anything perma-
nent. The Senate appeared again to be the single supervising
and administering body ; but in reality the only power was in the















SUMMARY 49

active, progressive, and conscious element in the state; ideas -‘
of limiting the autocratic power and of demanding greater
freedom had already begun to develop among that body in the .
fifteenth century.

4 About that time began to appear some elements of the '
future capitalism — the centralisation of the merchants’ capital
and the first experiments in its application to big industry; then
also originated the struggle between the interests of the land-
owning class of nobles and the representatives of the commer-
cial-industrial capital.

s. The supreme power remained autocratic, but the autoc-
racy was manifested in milder forms. As to the administra-
tion itself Catherine had succeeded in organising the local pro-
vincial governments quite firmly along lines rather rational for
those days, but she had not reorganised the central Government,
and by the end of her reign there was complete chaos in the
central management of the state affairs.

A weak place in the organisation of the Russian state was
its financial system and the national economy in general.










































COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY 63

favourable conditions at the beginning of the reign, towards the
end the foreign trade was annihilated, and the internal trade in
the most chaotic state. A still greater chaos reigned in the na- |
tional and provincial administration.
Such was the situation of Russia when Paul ceased to exxst.'
3 The personality of the half-demented Tzar and the circum-

stances of his assassination are vividly and truthfully pictured by
Merezhkovsky in his play, “ Paul L”—Tx.

In the realm of commerce and industry, despite the numerous I







































76 MODERN RUSSIAN HISTORY

was not accompanied by an acquisition of positive knowledge.
Hence — lofty and noble aspirations, but deprived of soil and
stability. This inclination to flirt with high plans without con-
sidering the methods of their realisation and their consequences,
remained with Alexander for cyer, and caused those contradic-
tions which we shall observe all through his reign. Finally
the horrible four years’ schooling under Paul, with its climatic
tragedy, had put the finishing touch to the formation of his
character.
















































































































EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITY 113

joyed full power for spreading and directing education in their
districts, while the Curators were not administrators in the
proper sense of the word, but dignitaries who lived in Petro-
grad and represented the needs of each district.

I have already mentioned the generous subsidies of the Gov-
ernment for the publication of books and magazines. To this
one should add the pensions that the Government appointed for
persons who devoted themselves to the pursuit of knowledge
outside of state-service; Karamzin, for instance, received a pen-
sion of 2,000 rubles a year, a sum that allowed one at that time
to live comfortably and devote oneself entirely to study. On
the whole we may consider those years as the best and most
productive in the history of Russian education. Unfortunately
the government of Alexander I could not long continue in the
same way, for first of all there were not sufficient financial
resources for the purpose. As soon as in 1805 the war with
France broke out, the sums assigned for education, which had
been continually increasing up to that time, not only ceased to
increase, but were diminished by force of need.



















































































































































162 MODERN RUSSIAN HISTORY

and Austria, Alexander was forced to compromise: the king
of Saxony retained his throne, and only a part of Saxony was
given to Prussia; the king of Prussia received besides, the rich
Rhenish provinces and the Duchy of Posen with the city of
Thorn, which had formed a part of the Duchy of Warsaw
before 181s.

Then Alexander had to give back to Austria all of Galicia,
the part that was annexed by Napoleon to the Duchy of War-
saw and the part that was given by Napoleon to Russia. Thus
the Tzar succeeded in forming a Polish kingdom only out of
the lands that form at present ® the ten provinces of the * Vis-
tula Region.” The agreement of the Powers on all dis-
putable questions was accelerated by the news of Napoleon's
flight from Elbe and his arrival at France. After his final
defeat at Waterloo by the British and Prussians Napoleon ab-
dicated for the second time and was exiled to the island of
St. Helena.

Alexander left Vienna in 1815, not waiting for the end of
the work of the Congress. To that time belongs his ac-
quaintance with an elderly lady raving with mystical nonsense,
Baroness Juliane Kriidener. Many historians and biographers
of Alexander have ascribed a great importance to that ac-
quaintanceship in regard to the growth of Alexander’s religious

- mysticism; Alexander himself considered his meeting with her

of great significance. But we must say that his inclination for
mysticism had developed even before his meeting with the
Baroness, which circumstance, in my opinion, had given Mme.
Kriidener an access to him. A definite impulse to Alexander’s
mysticism was given evidently by the great and formidable
events of 1812, but even before 1812 he had eagerly conversed
with monks and “ holy men.” We read in Shishkov’s memoirs
that in 1813, among his reports on important state-questions
Shishkov — the Imperial Secretary — read to Alexander se-

8 Le., before the outbreak of the Great War in 1914—Txr.
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all European monarchs except the Sultan and the Pope. In

_the hands of Metternich this institution had ultimately de-
generated into an alliance of rulers against revolting nation-
alities, but in 1815 the Alliance did not have such a character,
and Alexander was still a sincere advocate of liberal institu-
tions. Yet his struggle with Napoleon and with the remains
of the Revolution acquired after 1812 a growing mystical and
sacramental aspect, which caused his old tutor, La Harpe, to
express his apprehension,




















































































192 MODERN RUSSIAN HISTORY

to do in Petrograd what Magnitzky had done in Kazan. In
1821 he started a persecution of the Professors Raupach, Her-
mann, Arseniev, and Galich. The first two were foreigners,
and they were to be banished abroad, as in the case of Schad;
Arseniev was a remarkable statistician, and Galich a distin- .
guished philosopher. The nonsensical persecution of the Pro-
fessors was prolonged, however, for several years, and it re-
mained for Nicolas in 1827 to order their rehabilitation.

Among the magazines published after the Napoleonic wars
the most important was The Spirit of Journals issued by Yat-
zenkov; another popular magazine was The Son of the Father-
land, edited by Grech, which supplanted Glinka's Russian
Messenger. Yatzenkov had been a censor, and he knew how
to get by the censorship. Under the rubric of Thoughts and
Judgments by Empress Catherine he carried on an indirect criti-
cism of contemporary events. The censor pursued him for
his attitude towards the old order of government, for his finan-
cial and administrative views and especially for his opposition
to serfdom.

Formally the Censorship Statute of 1804 was in force, but
beginning with 1807 the special censorship of the secret police
began to function, parallel with the official censorship of the
Ministry of Education. The Secret Committee established in
1807 was to examine all newspapers and magazines, and the
newly founded Ministry of Police had the right to confiscate
even publications that had been passed by the official censor.
Beginning with 1815 the censor did not allow any new publica-
tions before getting a preliminary sanction of the Ministry of
Police. Razumovsky, who took the place of Zavadovsky as
Minister of Education in 1810, expressed views analogous with
those of the Ministry of Police, and held that no criticism of
persons in the service of the state was permissible; the director
of the Ministry of Police, Viazmitinov, demanded on this basis
that even criticism of actors on the Imperial stage should be for-








































































216 MODERN RUSSIAN HISTORY

‘This extremely tense and difficult situation was relieved by the
War of 1812. Although the terrible sufferings and sacrifices
caused by that war had devastated the most developed part of the
country and had ruined almost irretrievably a large portion of
the landowners’ wealth, the results appeared redeeming in the
eyes of the population. The people stood the test heroically, and
the War of 1812 proved the power of Russia’s national con-

“ sciousness and firmness.  If the consequences of the Tilsit Treaty
and of the Continental System had been important for the forma-
tion of a critical and oppositional attitude in the public, the con-
sequences of Russia’s participation in the Napoleonic wars and in
the overthrow of Napoleon were immeasurably more important
for all the further development of Russian life. They were
enormous, appeared in various spheres and currents, and have in
various ways helped the acceleration of the decay and liquidation
of the established social and political order. Later in the matter
of the abolition of serfdom we shall see more clearly the impor-
tance of the ruin and indebtedness of the landowners. On the
other hand, I have already noted the significance of the fact thata
mass of young, educated, and susceptible representatives of Rus-
sian society had been present in Western Europe at the very mo-
ment of the reorganisation of that society, and had had an oppor-
tunity of getting acquainted with all sides of European life,
owing to the length of their stay there; many had stayed on even
after the conclusion of peace, during the three years’ stay of
Vorontzov's occupational corps in France. That circumstance
had prepared the formation of the secret societies of the first and
second decades of the nineteenth century. We have seen how
after the wars the public once more put their hopes in Alexan-
der’s reformatory activity, the more so since he had confirmed his

- liberal views through the constitutions that were given by him

or by his intercession to Poland, Finland, France, and Sweden.

We have also seen how Alexander had for the second time disap-
pointed those expectations, expectations no longer of the naive
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velopment of the social process in Russiz, whose course was
sharpened and accelerated by the Napoleonic wars, had ripened
by the time of his accession. The development of that process
continued to advance and grow acute during the reign of
Nicolas, and brought it in the end to a crisis, under the in-
fluence of a new external stimulus — the unhappy Crimean
Campaign, which moved to the front with a fatal inevitability
the period of the great reforms of the Fifties and Sixties.

We are now to study the events and facts in which the course
of that process had been manifested.
t  The accession of Nicolas took place under quite exceptional

conditions caused by the unexpected death of Alexander and by
- his strange orders in regard to the succession. By the law of
1797, issued by Paul, if the emperor left no son he was to be
succeeded by his next brother. As Alexander left no children
at his death, the throne should have been occupied by his
brother, Constantine. But in the first place Constantine had
a natura] dislike for reigning, as he had declared on many oc-
casions; then his family circumstances placed some obstacles in
the way of his accession. In 1803 his first wife left him and
Russia, and after having obtained a divorce, Constantine mar-
ried for the second time, the Polish Countess, Jeannette Grud-
zinsky, who received the title of Illustrious Princess Lovich.
The marriage was morganatic, and Constantine in contracting
it acted as if he gave up his rights of succession. The circum-
stances had thus pointed out the possibility of the transference
of the throne-rights to Constantine’s younger brother. Yet
Constantine had kept up to the death of Alexander the title of
heir and Tzesarevich. Although Nicolas in later years often
remarked that he had not expected to reign, the probability of
his succession had been quite evident to all. Alexander himself
openly hinted to Nicolas in 1812 that he would have to reign,
and in 1819 he frankly declared it to him, warmning him about
the possibility of his own abdication before very long.
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* open the sealed envelope containing the copy of the manifesto,
which had been kept in the State Council, ordered all the troops
of the Petrograd district swear allegiance to the Emperor Coa-
stantine. Then he sent a special courier to Constantine with a
report about the administered oath and with an expression of
his loyal feelings.

Constantine replied through his brother Mikhail who had
been visiting him at Warsaw, that he had abdicated long ago;
but he wrote this in a personal letter, without giving the act any
official character. Nicolas considered such a letter insufficient,
the more so since the Governor-General of Petrograd, Count
Miloradovich, advised him to act with the utmost caution, in
view of the indisposition of the Guards towards him.

To avoid misunderstandings, Nicolas despatched another
courier, requesting Constantine to come to Petrograd and per-
sonally confirm his abdication. But Constantine again an-
swered in a private letter that he had abdicated during Alex-
ander’s lifetime, that he could not come personally, and that
if his arrival were insisted upon, he would take himself still
farther away. Then Nicolas decided to bring these negotia-
tions which had lasted two weeks to an end, and to declare his
own accession. The manifesto, written by Speransky and
Karamzin, was ready on December 12, but it was not published
until December 14, which day was appointed for the general
oath-taking to the new Emperor.

By the end of that unusual interregnum Nicolas had received
alarming information from various sources about the state of
mind in Petrograd and throughout Russia; but Miloradovich,
though recommending caution, denied the possibility of a serious
mutiny.

In the meantime the members of the Secret Society, who were
in Petrograd, decided to make use of the unique confusion for
their own purposes; it appeared to them that there could not be a
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kin would achieve his aim if he wrote a historical novel, in the style
of Sir Walter Scott.” Happily Pushkin did not go too far in his
compromising, and refused to prostitute his art. But minor artists
were not strong enough to hold their own during that depersonalising
régime, and the situation was well characterised in the naively-earnest
admission of a popular contemporary writer, Kukolnick: “If the
Government so orders — I shall be a midwife.”— Tx.)
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and only in 1829 when Nicolas took the advice of General
Vassilchikov and did not go to the theatre of war, but granted
freedom of action to the new commander-in-chief, Dibich, was
the campaign ended successfully. But the world was astonished
by the moderateness of the conditions of peace presented to
Turkey.

This first period of Nicolas’ reign came to an end after the
first days of the July revolution in France. The banishment of
his friend, Charles X, from France, and the subsequent fall of
the Netherlands monarchy (where the queen was Nicolas's
sister, Anna Paulovna), inspired Nicolas to stand rigorously for
legitimistic principles in European affairs. As early as 1830 he
was about to send his army to the Rhine in defence of those
principles; but instead he was forced to use it for the suppression
of the Polish uprising. That insurrection brought an end to
any toleration of liberal ideas on the part of the Tzar, and was
the cause of the abolition of the Constitution of 1815,
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tions of 1848, and considered that it was necessary to uphold the
“sacred ” rights of the gentry. Thus the Inventory Regula-
tions were not introduced in Lithuania and White Russia during
Nicolas’ reign.

In 1846 an analogous structure was established in the King-
dom of Poland. The Polish peasants had been personally freed
by a decree of Napoleon in 1807, but they had not received any
land. The landowners did not drive the peasants away, and
allowed them to work on their former lands for barshchina or
obrok. They occupied large tracts of land, but legally the land-
owners could expel them at any moment, and making use of this
advantage they exploited the peasants not less than if they were
bondmen. In the same year, 1846, a terrible slaughter of land-
owners took place in adjacent Galicia, which terrified the gentry
of the Kingdom of Poland and the Viceroy, Prince Paskevich.
Improvement of the conditions of the peasants was admitted to
be urgently needed. On May 26, 1846, a ukase was issued, in-
troducing Tables, perfectly analogous to the Inventory Regula-
tions in the western provinces. ‘The agrarian relations that had
existed before were confirmed, and the landowners were forbid-
den to diminish the peasants’ allotments or to increase their
obligations.

Finally in 1847 upon the proposal of Baron M. A. Korf a
ukase was published permitting the peasants in Russia (as it had
been earlier permitted in Gruzia) to buy themselves out with
land by whole villages in cases when landowners’ estates were
sold by auction for debts. The peasants thus received a loop-
hole through which to creep out of bondage, the more so since,
owing to the terrible indebtedness of the landowners their es-
tates were frequently sold by auction. Among the nobility arose
bitter protests against that ukase; Governors reported that it
disturbed the public. After 1848 it was actually annulled
through the addition of numerous amendments. From that year
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on Nicolas acquired an uncompromising reactionary attitude to-
wards any novelties, and all attempts to regulate serfdom ceased.

Such were the peasant-measures undertaken during the second
period of Nicolas’ reign.
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The gulf between the ideology of the Government and that
1 | of the people grew and broadened during that reign in perhaps
greater dimensions than even the gulf between the Government

and the intelligentsia.
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just such a master as Friedrich the Great had been in his com-
paratively diminutive Prussia, where he was able to know how
almost every peasant lived and worked.

For the very size of the Russian Empire, and because of the
relatively meagre means in the hands of the Government, in
spite of its apparently full authority, such a task could not pos-
sibly be realised. As a brilliant illustration of the impotence
of the bureaucratic administration, take the famous story about
a certain order of the Tzar, which had not been fulfilled despite
the twenty-three confirmations it had received. The weaker
and slower the means, the cruder were the forms in which the
authorities expressed their power, and the more striking their
abuses. The best Ministers of Nicolas’ reign — Kankrin and
Kiselev — particularly resemble the men of the epoch of en-
lightened despotism; but the majority of his other assistants,
especially those of his later years, were incapable men, often|
covetous and false lackeys, with no convictions or views of their!
own.

At the same time it was one of the most important epochs in
the development and ripening of national life in Russia. The
rapidly increasing density of the population in the central black-
soil provinces, the destruction of the former foundations of the
landowners’ bondage-estates after the Napoleonic wars, the
growing antagonism between the bondmen and their masters, the
new demands and needs of commerce and industry in connection
with the altered universal conjunctures — all these placed before
the Government a number of difficult tasks which required for
their fulfilment not only the presence of remarkable statesmen,
but the broad participation of the entire intelligentzia of the
country, and the free and fast growth of education in the land.
This was prevented by the administrative system that had de-
veloped in a consequential crescendo during the whole reign of
Nicolas.
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The wounds of Russia, revealed by the Crimean Campaign,
became s0 evident, that the advent of an epoch of reforms ap-

peared inevitable. It fell upon the shoulders of Alexander II to
realise those reforms.
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